
MINUTES 

ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 17, 2014 

 

 

2014-31 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, March 18, 2014 at the Alpine 

Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice. Supervisor 

Arends called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were 

Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, and Trustees Ron Cordes, 

Jim May, William Schweitzer, and Mike Wahlfield.   

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to approve the Consent Agenda 

and to approve the Regular Agenda as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Supervisor Arends introduced Samantha Hanna, the new Deputy Clerk at Alpine Township   

 

 

2014-32 CONSIDERATION OF VOUCHERS/BILLS 

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Schweitzer, to approve the payment of invoices 

for the period ending 03/18/2014 and checks issued through the date of 03/17/14 as well as 

additional invoices which are the Charter Business for internet at Fire Station #3, Comcast for 

internet at Fire Stations #1 & #2, MMAAO Dues and Pitney Bowes for the postage meter rental. 

The motion carried 7-0.   

 

 

2014-33 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No comments from the public were offered at this time.   

 

 

2014-34 COMMISSION REPORT 

 

Planning Commission: Cordes – There will be an open house held on Wednesday, March 19th for 

the Township master plan and on March 31st, everyone is welcome.    

Zoning Board of Appeals:  Schweitzer – The Board met last month and elected Mike O’Malley as 

Chairman and Howard Robool as Vice Chair.  Members attended a training program held on February 

26
th

 at
 
Plainfield Charter Township.          

Historical Committee: Schweitzer – An Open house was held yesterday and next month the annual 

maple syrup tasting for the area sugar shacks will be held at the Alpine Elementary 

Sewer & Water: Arends – Alpine Township received the SAW Grant and is waiting for an official 

confirmation letter from the State. Supervisor Arends would like to schedule a meeting in the next 

week or two with the Public Services Committee. The Township has received updated figures for the 

Somerset Meadows public sewer design. The topics of installing/upsizing grinder pumps versus a lift 

station have been studied by the Township Engineer.   
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Parks and Recreation: There has been no meeting since December and the next meeting is planned in 

April. 

Public Services Committee: Alex Arends – No report.     

Economic Development Committee: M. Wahlfield – Their meeting is rescheduled for the second 

Tuesday in April.   

 

 

2014-35 DISCUSSION OF FISCAL YEAR 2015 BUDGET 

 

Supervisor Arends provided copies of a draft FY 2015 Budget dated 03/17/2014.  He would like to 

schedule a budget workshop meeting for the first part of April. 

 

It was the consensus of the Board to hold a budget workshop meeting in the Township Board 

meeting room on Monday, April 7, 2014 beginning at 6:30 am. 

 

The Supervisor reviewed the current revenues collected to date as well as projected revenues for FY 

2015.  Property taxes are expected to rise about 1% and the State shared revenue is expected to rise 

approximately 2.6%. Cable franchise fees will go up and building permits fees are anticipated at 

$100,000.  If was noted that the Plainfield Township reimbursement for the K.C. Sheriff has been paid 

up. The current change in personal property taxes collections may change again as this topic is on the 

ballot later this year.   

 

Salary increases for Alpine Township staff were discussed briefly. Supervisor Alex Arends proposed 

that wages and salary increases for employees be discussed first instead of waiting to see if anything is 

left over during the FY 2015 budget process.  He recommends starting out by determining if an 

increase for all the employees can be accomplished this year. The Township may wish to consider 

giving part-time and hourly employees a cost of living raise (1.5%) and full-time employees a 3.5% 

increase as they did not receive an increase in FY 2014.  Supervisor Arends also recommended that the 

Deputy Treasurer hourly rate increase by 5.7%.  Trustee Wahlfield requested that comparable wage 

and salary information be available for the upcoming budget workshop.  The Supervisor noted that he 

will update the draft budget to reflect the discussed employee wage and salary increases and will work 

to update the anticipated revenues and expenditures for FY 2015.  

  

  

2014-36 CIP UPDATE FROM PLANNER BECKER 

 

Planner Sue Becker provided a memo dated 03/14/14 as an update on the CIP process and timing with 

the annual budget.  The CIP Committee has met to evaluate and rank the proposed projects.  

Supervisor Arends noted that the Township needs to plan for future expenses such as fire department 

breathing apparatus equipment, turnout gear and fire trucks. With a set plan in place monies would be 

transferred out to CIP funds immediately after the beginning of the fiscal year.    

 

 

2014-37 DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14-05 – 

COMSTOCK PARK/RUSCHE DRIVE  

 

Board members received copies of proposed Resolution No. 14-05 which has been reviewed and red-

lined by Township Attorney Sluggett.  The Comstock Park/Rusche Drive SAD and bond has been 

discussed at the last few meetings.  Treasurer Townsend recommended the Board table the agenda 
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item.  Board members noted that decision on how to handle the bond shortfall is not an urgent matter 

and that they would be more comfortable making a decision with the Township attorney present.    

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to table Resolution No. 14-05 for 

further discussion at the April 21, 2014 and that Township Attorney Jeff Sluggett will be 

requested to attend the meeting.  The motion carried 7-0.   

 

 

2014-38 SOMERSET MEADOWS PUBLIC SEWER ENGINEERING INFORMATION 

 

Supervisor Arends explained there will need to be a considerable amount of coordination between the 

Township and the Somerset Meadows Association as well as home owners to make the required public 

sewer connection.  It is anticipated that funding for the project will be accomplished by utilizing the 

existing sewer fund instead of obtaining a bond or bank loan.  A special assessment district will be set 

up to reimburse the Township.  Treasurer Townsend stated that the reimbursing payment will be made 

on a yearly basis.  The Township Attorney will assist with implementing the SAD. 

 

 

2014-39 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Fire Chief Klomparens informed the Board that there is 4 years left on the turnout gear and 2 years left 

on the breathing apparatus before replacement. The Chief stated that he has been working with the 

Planner on future CIP needs and budget with a 4% increase planned each year to cover increased 

equipment costs. There is currently $140,000 set aside for the SCBA equipment.  As long as the 

Township keeps up with the CIP program to set aside funds, there will not be budget issues when the 

gear needs to be purchased.  The predicted life span for the SCBA is 15 years and 10 years for the 

turnout gear.  Five area fire departments are working to obtain grant money and 11 SCBA’s may be 

purchased if the grant is awarded.  Trustee Wahlfield asked Klomparens if there is anything the fire 

department can do with the old equipment and it was noted that there are companies that will buy and 

recondition equipment which may be cost prohibitive.    

  

Fire Chief Klomparens and Deputy Chief Kelly have put together qualifications for a new training and 

safety officer to combine two jobs into one. The ISO rating has been down due to missing data and the 

new combined position would allow the department to keep programs up to date.  The currently safety 

officer has resigned the position and two candidates are being considered at this time. 

 

The Fire Department has completed the work to outfit the new Medic 1 truck and it is located in the 

Township parking lot to view after the meeting.  The new truck should last a long time. 

 

Larry Cook has a new job and will be taking a leave of absence as a firefighter.  He will be welcomed 

back as an Alpine firefighter when he has more time.  

 

The Fire Department continues to work on the pre-plans for commercial and industrial buildings in the 

Township.  The inspections have gone well with the exception of one business owner.  The Chief and 

Firefighter Host will be working to resolve the issue of gaining access to the entire building and will 

keep the Supervisor informed on their progress.   
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Two firefights have passed the Firefighter I and II classes as well as the basic EMT classes and testing.  

John Jenkins and Jason Szotko were congratulated.  Jenkins also passed the national exam and Szotko 

will be taking his national exam in the very near future. 

 

 

2014-40 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comments were received. 

 

 

2014-41 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT, BOARD COMMENTS, AND ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mike Wahlfield commented that last week was National Ground Water Awareness Week and provided 

an informational handout for the Board.   

 

May reported that DTE may be laying natural gas lines on Fruit Ridge this summer about a ½ mile 

south of 10-Mile Road.   

 

Supervisor Arends reported that the K.C. Sheriff’s Department has a new computer program to report 

police calls and activities.  A copy of the 2013 report has been provided to Board.  Two additional 

reports were in the Board packets with were the 2013 North Kent Sewer Authority PARCC Side CWP 

and information on how the K.C. Fire Commission assessments are calculated.   

 

May made a motion to adjourn the meeting followed by a second from Townsend, and the 

motion carried 7-0. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

__________________________     __________________________     _________________________ 

Samantha Hanna,           Jean Wahlfield, Clerk        Alex Arends, Supervisor  

Recording Secretary  

   


